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Khayyam's tomb is also a popular tourist destination in Neishabor, which
can have an international impact because of Khayyam's multifaceted
personality. In order to evaluate how Khayyam's tomb has been depicted in
the media, the content produced in the online media has been investigated
using the content analysis approach in this study. The study's conclusions
indicate that most media portray the mausoleum and its design philosophy in
an unimaginative and educational manner. The many levels of meaning
associated with the site have only been partially unraveled by these
depictions. This research suggests that media tools, facilities, and language
be given more careful thought in order to create literary and visual content
that is congruent with the more appealing portrayal of literary settings.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

With the emergence and widespread growth
of new media, especially in the realm of the
virtual space, a renewed focus on literary
heritage and its representation in novel ways
and forms has become essential. These media
are capable of going beyond the simple tasks
of information dissemination and advertising
aimed at attracting tourists, especially
regarding cultural and literary sites; they serv
as interpretive and exploratory resources to
showcase the multiple layers of meaning
associated with these places. In fact, these
media can reveal aspects of the literary
significance of these locations that may not be
immediately evident to the audience, often
overlooked at first glance. However, with
their diverse audience and vast numbers, they
can act as advocates in highlighting the
literary aspects of literary sites and can even
create enthusiasm and interest in individuals
who may not have much interest in these
places. The role of virtual media in
representing and showcasing the various
aspects of these literary sites is highly
significant; audiences from around the world
follow these media, providing quick and easy
access for enthusiasts. Each of these media
types, considering their target audience and
capabilities, has a defined spectrum of
viewers. For example, platforms like Aparat
and YouTube primarily employ visual
representations through films, photos, and
animations. In contrast, Telegram and
websites  tend  to present  spatial
representations more in written form

Methodology

Using a qualitative methodology, this study
has examined and analyzed the content
created about Khayyam's tomb in online
media using semiotics and content analysis
techniques. These methods were chosen
because of the importance of deeply
understanding the meaning hidden in the
content, identifying dominant patterns and
narratives, and also examining the symbolic
and semiotic dimensions of this literary place
and Khayyam's poetry in cyberspace.

Results

The role of these media in representing spaces
IS much more critical and prominent
compared to other media such as television,
which serves as a mass medium. Thus, in
selecting these media, the broad audience
appeal and the large number of users are
considered. Omar Khayyam, the Iranian poet,
mystic, and mathematician, is one of the
significant poets of the fifth century, with his
burial site being a focal point of interest for
his followers. The place marked as the poet's
tomb seems to fulfill a prophecy he made
concerning his own death. However, one must
not overlook the role of the architect of this
tomb, who skillfully and delicately
constructed it, thereby bringing the poet's
prophecy to fruition. Engineer Hooshang
Seyhoun skillfully built Khayyam's tomb in
Nishapur, and it is not just the tomb that
draws attention; the garden surrounding it is
also designed with exceptional Iranian
architecture and aesthetics.

Discussion and Conclusion

In this study, with the aim of evaluating the
media representations of Khayyam's tomb,
content produced by various internet media
was examined through content analysis.
According to the findings, the majority of the
media content produced mainly uses an
informative approach to portray the tomb
structure and the philosophy that underpinned
its construction, with little to no creativity.
Only a small portion of the content offers
interpretations of the site's deeper semantic
layers. In fact, the important aspect of this
place and its literary dimensions, along with
attention to the poet's persona and prophetic
abilities, have received less attention, with the
majority of information focusing on its
construction, design, and architecture. It can
be said that the representation of the
architectural aspects of this place has garnered
more attention than its literary aspects. The
second part of this research interprets the
symbolic significances in the representation
of Khayyam's tomb and their reflection in the
aforementioned media. According to the
results, the symbolic significances of this
place have little reflection in image-oriented
media (Aparat and YouTube), while in text-
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oriented media (websites and Telegram),
although generally limited, these significances
are somewhat more apparent compared to
visual media. The most discussed aspect in
describing and interpreting these significances
revolves around the global dimension of
Khayyam, which accounts for the largest
representation at 40%, including reflections of
Khayyam's persona outside of Iran. The
decorative significance of the structure in
relation to Khayyam's poetry is represented at
7.27%, with other symbols and signs
mentioned at a very low percentage of 1.81%.
Some interpretations of the semiotics of the
building's architecture are largely confined to
a single instance across all media. This
research suggests a more serious focus on
media tools and their rhetorical capabilities,
as well as the application of creative ideas in
producing visual and literary content for a
more engaging representation of literary sites.
The capabilities and potentials of these media
are quite prominent and significant. These
platforms must be able to reveal the various
dimensions of this literary location, especially
paying greater attention to its literary aspect.
Before being a sage and scholar, Khayyam is
recognized and renowned as a poet, and his
poetic nature should be more prominently
reflected in the representation of his tomb.
Given the abundant literary heritage in
various cities of Iran, more serious attention
to media representation in the development of
literary tourism can facilitate the further
growth of this form of tourism, ultimately
yielding both material and spiritual outcomes
in line with sustainable development.
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