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This study aims to identify the factors influencing the development of community-
based agricultural tourism in the villages under investigation. The research area
consists of selected rural regions in Kordestan Province, which possess significant
agricultural potential due to their geographical location, particularly their unique
topography. Local residents have long been involved in agricultural activities, and
over the past decade, these areas have experienced a substantial increase in tourist
arrivals. Data were collected from five target villages in the county: Shian, Dorud,
Noshur Sofla, Dolab, and Gazneh. The study population comprised local land-owning
farmers. Initially, using the Cochran formula, a sample size of 242 individuals was
determined across all villages, with each village’s share allocated proportionally based
on its population. The research employed a descriptive-analytical, survey-based
approach, and the collected questionnaire data were analyzed using SPSS and PLS
software. The findings reveal that there is no established agricultural tourism model in
the region; instead, only daily tourism and ecotourism involving homestays are
present. Furthermore, the results indicate that awareness (2.090) and participation
(2.159) components have the most significant influence on agricultural tourism, while
social (1.17), environmental-infrastructural (13.22), and political-institutional (67.22)
factors have the greatest impact on community-based tourism (CBT). Lastly,
regarding the status of the studied villages, Shian was found to be the most favorable
in terms of CBT, while Dorud and Noshur Sofla showed the best potential for the
establishment and development of local community-based agricultural tourism,
respectively.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Community-Based Tourism (CBT) refers to
an interaction between visitors and hosts
where both parties engage meaningfully,
resulting in economic and environmental
benefits for local communities. As a form of
sustainable tourism, CBT is managed and
overseen by the local community, with
residents serving as decision-makers for
tourism destinations. This ensures that the
advantages of this type of tourism are directly
received by the community itself. The villages
examined in this study possess agricultural
tourism potential; however, unfortunately,
this potential is currently being utilized in an
undesirable way, primarily through daily
tourism. Therefore, by leveraging the existing
resources and capacities of these villages, it is
important to explore new tourism models that
align with the perspectives of the local
community. To implement these alternative
approaches, it is essential to study the
attitudes of key stakeholders, including the
local community and local managers. With
this aim, the present study seeks to identify
the factors that influence the establishment
and growth of agricultural tourism based on
local community participation. The main
question that arises is: considering the
challenges mentioned, what are the key
factors and strategies for planning the
development of community-based agricultural
tourism in the villages under study?

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of its
purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature.
The necessary information was gathered
through a field survey conducted in multiple
stages. The primary data collection tool was
researcher-designed questionnaires.
Accordingly, aligned with the research
questions, the first step involved objectively,
realistically, and systematically describing the
characteristics of the phenomenon under
study—that is, defining what it is. In the next
step, an analytical approach was employed,
utilizing theories related to agricultural
tourism and community-based tourism to
explain the research problem.

Furthermore, this study is applied research in
terms of its goals, and its findings can be used
to address problems and challenges in rural
areas of Kordestan Province. The case or field
research method pertains to the specific area
under investigation, namely selected rural
areas in Kordestan Province, through which
the chosen theoretical framework and
research questions are explored.

Data collection was conducted in two
forms—Iibrary and fieldwork—depending on
the requirements at each stage of the research,
either one or both methods were used.
Initially, to thoroughly understand the
research  topic, acquire the necessary
theoretical insights, and identify variables and
indicators, relevant theories such as the
theoretical foundations and approaches to
agricultural tourism and local community-
based tourism were reviewed.

Additionally, considering the study’s subject
and research questions, the required
information to answer these questions was
obtained from both objective data sources
(such as data from the Statistical Center of
Iran and the Ministry of Agriculture Jihad)
and subjective data (collected through
questionnaires and interviews with household
heads in the studied villages, as well as local
managers including village heads and
members of Islamic Village Councils).

Results

Among the factors influencing CBT, the
social component had the strongest effect,
with the highest path coefficient of 0.411.
Following this were the political-institutional
component at 0.360, the environmental-
infrastructure component at 0.331, the
economic component at -0.006, and lastly, the
cultural component with a path coefficient of
-0.005. Using PLS software, a measurement
model with acceptable factor loadings was
developed. Confirmatory factor analysis was
employed to design the questionnaire and
identify the factors comprising each construct.
As a result, the components of awareness
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(2.090) and participation (2.159) were found
to have the greatest influence on agritourism.
On the other side of the model, the social
(1.17), environmental-infrastructural (13.22),
and political-institutional (22.67) components
had the most significant impact on CBT.

Discussion and Conclusion

Based on the results Extracted from the
perspective of the local community regarding
the average total community-based tourism
(CBT) in each village, it is clear that Shiyan
Village is in the most favorable position.
Following this, Doroud Village ranks second,
Noshur Sofla Village comes in third, Dolab
Village is fourth, and Gazneh Village ranks
fifth in terms of the status of local
community-based tourism.  Taking into
account the different locations of the villages
studied, the types of agricultural products, and
the varying capacities of these villages, the
prioritization of villages based on their level
of CBT was determined using the Multi-
Criteria Mapak models and the Electra Multi-
Criteria Decision-Making Model.
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