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the development of the tourism industry of this province. The main purpose of this research
is to investigate the metaverse and crypto space in the development of the tourism industry
of the Ahvaz metropolis using the SECA model. This research is applied in terms of purpose
and descriptive-analytical in nature. In this research, an attempt has been made to examine
the role of emerging technologies such as metaverse and cryptocurrencies in the
development of the tourism industry of the Ahvaz metropolis. The use of the SEGA model
(from social, economic, governance and technological dimensions) has provided the
analytical framework for the study. The findings show that the use of metaverse spaces can
enhance the tourist experience through virtual visits, interactive narratives, and smart
advertising. On the other hand, crypto-financial platforms, by providing decentralized
payment methods, create the possibility of attracting international investors and facilitating
transactions in the field of tourism. Based on the results obtained, the integration of these
technologies with the urban and cultural policies of Ahvaz can increase the attractiveness of
the destination, create innovative job opportunities, and sustainable development of tourism
in this metropolis. It is also suggested that local institutions provide the implementation
platform for this digital transformation with an approach to education, legislation, and smart
infrastructure.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The purpose of this study is to examine the
metaverse and crypto space in the
development of the tourism industry in the
metropolis of  Ahvaz.  Technological
developments in the field of metaverse and
cryptocurrencies have provided a new
perspective for the development of the
tourism industry in the metropolis of Ahvaz.
The combination of virtual and augmented
reality with blockchain capabilities and crypto
payments provides the possibility of creating
innovative experiences, personalized
interactions, and global access to the region's
cultural and natural attractions. On the other
hand, tokenizing cultural heritage and using
NFTs can enhance the economic and cultural
value of tourist sites and pave the way for
attracting international tourists. This study
examines the capacities, challenges, and
solutions for utilizing new technology models
in order to improve the quality, security, and
dynamism of the Ahvaz tourism industry.

Methodology

The present research is theoretical-applied in
terms of its purpose and descriptive-analytical
in terms of its nature and method. In
organizing information and calculations in
this  research, geographic tools and
techniques, GIS software, and the SECA
model have Dbeen used. The required
information and data have been collected
through library and field methods. In the
library method, first, in order to examine the
background and background of the subject
and explain the theoretical-conceptual
framework of the research, existing books,
articles, and theses have been studied. In field
studies, the data required for the research is
also collected by observing.

The SECA method is one of the new multi-
criteria decision-making techniques whose
goal is to rank research options. Its difference
from other methods is that, in similar methods
that also rank options, the weights of the
criteria are first calculated by another
secondary method and then given as input to
these methods, but in the SECA method, both
the weight of the criteria and the ranking of
options are done together. This creates more

accuracy and better results in calculations. On
the other hand, the input of this method
includes both qualitative and quantitative
criteria, which also increases the flexibility of
this method. The steps of this method are
given below (Keshavarz Qorabaei et al.,
2018).

Results

In this section, the SECA method is used to
weight the criteria and rank the research topic.
The option criterion and sub-criteria of the
research are given below. As it was
determined in the SECA method, the weights
of the criteria and the scores of the options
have converged at p=5 onwards. Therefore, at
this B value, the criteria are prioritized based
on their weight and the final scores of the
options are determined, which are given in
Table 8 and Table 9, respectively.
Accordingly, among the criteria, the number
of admissions by restaurants with a weight of
0.1217 has obtained the first priority. The
depth of the content provided about the
Arabic culture of Khuzestan has obtained the
second priority, and the diversity and
appearance of the avatars have obtained the
third priority. Among the research option
methods, the inverted teaching method has
obtained the first rank, the quantum teaching
method has obtained the second rank, and the
graphic teaching method has obtained the
third rank.

Discussion and Conclusion

The conclusion of this research on the role of
metaverse spaces and crypto ecosystems in
the development of the tourism industry of the
Ahvaz metropolis using the SECA (Social—-
Economic—Cultural-Administrative) ~ model
shows that modern digital technologies can be
an efficient tool for recreating the identity of
urban tourism in a smart context. Studies
indicate that using the metaverse as a platform
for virtual experience of Ahvaz's historical,
cultural, and natural attractions not only
improves digital tourist attraction, but can
also pave the way for borderless social and
cultural interactions at the national and
international  levels. From the social
dimension (S), the presence of tourists in
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virtual reality environments helps to promote
a positive mental image of the city, preserve
cultural heritage, and increase citizen
participation in introducing attractions. In the
economic dimension (E), the wuse of
cryptocurrencies and crypto platforms in
transparent and decentralized payments
attracts digital investors and strengthens the
smart tourism economy. From a cultural
perspective (C), metaverse spaces provide a
platform for representing the rituals, local
music, and lifestyle of the people of Ahvaz,
which can strengthen urban identity and a
sense of place. Finally, in the governance
dimension (A), digital urban management
through data-driven policymaking,
cybersecurity, and the development of local
regulations  appropriate to  blockchain
technologies plays a key role in ensuring the
sustainability ~ and  security  of  this
technological transition. Therefore, the SECA

model shows that the smart development of
Ahvaz’s tourism industry in the context of
metaverse and crypto requires synergy
between social, economic, cultural, and
administrative components so that the city can
exploit the capacities of emerging
technologies for the sustainable development
of urban tourism, promotion of the urban
brand, and diversification of the local
economy.
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