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Creative tourism, as the third generation of tourism, emphasizes experience-based
activities, innovation, and cultural interaction, and is considered a novel approach to
sustainable destination development. Despite the growing body of literature in this
field, a comprehensive and systematic synthesis of the components influencing the
development of creative tourism at the international level is still lacking. The
present study aims to systematically identify and analyze the key components
affecting the development of creative tourism from 2000 to 2025. This research was
conducted using a systematic review and documentary analysis approach. Searches
were performed in Google Scholar, ScienceDirect, Wiley, Taylor & Francis,
Emerald, Magiran, ISC, and RICeST. In the identification stage, approximately
2,000 records were retrieved; after removing duplicates and screening titles and
abstracts, 230 articles were selected for full-text assessment. Finally, based on
inclusion and exclusion criteria, 56 eligible articles were subjected to the final
analysis. A three-stage coding procedure (open, axial, and selective coding)
revealed eight key components influencing creative tourism development:
innovation and creativity, cultural, social, economic, physical, flexibility and
adaptability, leadership and management, and risk-taking. Among these, innovation
and cultural dimensions showed the highest frequency (36 articles), while risk-
taking had the lowest (8 articles). The temporal trend analysis also showed a
significant increase in publications after 2021. By providing a comprehensive
analytical framework and identifying research gaps, this study offers valuable
insights for policymakers, destination managers, and researchers seeking to develop
innovation-driven models for creative tourism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Creative tourism, regarded as the third
generation of  tourism, foregrounds
experience-oriented activities, innovation, and
cultural interaction, offering a promising
pathway  for  sustainable  destination
development. Unlike mass or purely cultural
tourism, creative tourism foregrounds active
tourist participation in cultural, artistic, and
experiential ~ practices—such  as  craft
workshops, culinary training, and
storytelling—thereby  fostering  authentic
encounters and local value creation. Despite
growing academic and policy interest, there
remains a lack of a comprehensive, systematic
synthesis of the principal components that
drive creative tourism development. To fill
this gap, the present study conducts a
systematic documentary analysis of the
literature published between 2000 and 2025 to
identify, classify, and interpret the key
determinants shaping creative tourism.

Methodology

The study adopts an applied, descriptive—
analytical design and employs a systematic
review combined with documentary (content)
analysis. A structured search was carried out
across major academic databases—Google
Scholar, ScienceDirect, Taylor & Francis
Online, Wiley Online Library, Emerald
Insight, Maglran, ISC, and RICEST—using
English and Persian keywords including
“Creative  Tourism,”  “Creative  City,”
“Creative  Industries,” and  “Creative
Destinations.” The last search date was 17
August 2025. From an initial retrieval of
approximately 2,000 records, duplicates and
clearly irrelevant records were removed,
yielding 550 unique entries. A three-stage
screening process following PRISMA (2020)
logic (title screening, abstract screening, and
full-text assessment) reduced the pool to 230
records at abstract stage and, after full-text
eligibility assessment and application of
inclusion/exclusion criteria, 56 peer-reviewed
articles were retained for final analysis.
Inclusion criteria required (a) publication in
peer-reviewed journals, (b) direct relevance to
creative tourism or closely related themes, (c)

availability of full text, (d) publication date
between 2000 and 2025, and (e) articles in
English or Persian. Exclusion criteria
removed conference papers, theses, editorials,

and documents lacking sufficient
methodological detail (i.e., gray literature was
excluded).

Selected articles were analyzed using
documentary content analysis with a three-
stage coding procedure (open, axial, selective
coding). EndNote was used for reference
management, and coding was conducted
independently by two coders; intercoder
reliability was assessed using Cohen’s kappa
(x = 0.82), indicating substantial agreement.
Extracted data  included  conceptual
definitions, empirical focus, and references to
factors/components affecting creative
tourism; these data were synthesized
qualitatively and summarized quantitatively
(frequency counts and temporal distribution).

Results

Analysis of the 56 eligible articles identified
eight core components that recurrently appear
as determinants of creative tourism
development: (1) innovation and creativity
(cited in 36 articles), (2) cultural dimensions
(35 articles), (3) social factors (26 articles),
(4) economic aspects (24 articles), (5)
physical/spatial infrastructure (20 articles), (6)
flexibility and adaptability (16 articles), (7)
leadership and management (14 articles), and
(8) risk-taking (8 articles). Temporal analysis
revealed a pronounced upward trend in
publications from 2021 onward, with the
2021-2025 interval accounting for over one-
third of the  reviewed literature.
Innovation/creativity and cultural dimensions
received the most scholarly attention, whereas
risk-taking was the least examined
component.

Discussion and Conclusion

Findings underscore the multidimensional
character of creative tourism: innovation and
cultural engagement function as primary
drivers that enable destinations to craft
distinctive, competitive experiences and to
pursue sustainable development objectives.
Cultural  components  support  heritage
preservation and authentic  host-visitor
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interactions;  social ~ dimensions  foster
community  participation and identity
reinforcement; economic components point to
opportunities for local entrepreneurship and
income diversification; and spatial
infrastructure supplies the necessary venues
for creative practice. Flexibility and strategic
leadership are critical for destination
resilience and governance, while risk-
taking—although underexplored—appears
essential for enabling experimental programs
and innovation. The uneven distribution of
scholarly attention across components reveals
notable research gaps—particularly regarding
risk-taking and empirical testing of
component interactions. Policymakers and
destination managers are therefore advised to
design integrated strategies that combine
cultural assets, innovation capacity, and
strategic management to harness the potential
of creative tourism for cultural-economic
sustainability.
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