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One of the important solutions for achieving sustainable livelihdods is rural smart
tourism, which is able to achieve rural develepment,by“réducing land-dependent
activities. The overall objective of this study is to inve\tigate the role and effects of
tourism as a sustainable livelihood strategy for thefdevelopment of smart tourism in
the villages under study. The present studyais a cross-sectional survey in terms of its
applied purpose, descriptive in terms of its method of conduct, and library and field
research in terms of its analytical methed,"which is based on documentary studies
and conducted in the field by distributing questionnaires, interviews, and
observations. The statistical population studied in this study is rural households
living in 3 villages (Fash, Nejoeran and Kandoleh) in the counties (Harsin, Sahneh
and Kangavar) of Kermanshah province. To determine the desired sample in the
present study,'a randem stratified sampling method was used and the sample size
was estimated using the Cochran fermula based on the number of households in the
three villages\studied, which is 259 people. The findings showed that among the
factorswaffecting“htiman capital, the variable of increasing innovation and creativity
among, local people with an average of (4.33) has the greatest effect on the amount
of human capital, and the variable of evaluating the quality and access to medical
serviceshin the village has the least effect on the amount of human capital with an
average of (2.47). The results show that the impact of smart rural tourism on
sustainable rural development is positive. It is confirmed that rural smart attention

4 has a significant impact on sustainable development in rural areas.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the important solutions for achieving
sustainable livelihoods is rural smart tourism,
which is able to achieve rural development by
reducing land-dependent activities. The
overall objective of this study is to investigate
the role and effects of smart tourism as a
sustainable livelihood strategy for the
development of smart tourism in the villages
under study. In this regard, the target villages
of tourism in the east of Kermanshah
province, which have various potentials in the
field of tourism, were considered. Therefore,
examining sustainable livelihood levels in
these smart tourism villages can be effective
in planning the development of these villages.
Kermanshah province, along with issues such
as  the eight-year imposed war,
unemployment, poverty, economic problems,
climate fluctuations that threaten the rural
environment and destroy the beauty of natural
landscapes, lack of marketing of handicrafts

and support for them, has a high position due|

to seasonal diversity, and paying attention to
this is a turning point for improving the
potential of rural tourism in the east of the
province. Therefore, by strengthening rural
tourism, these problems can be solved. On the
other hand, Kermanshah province is one of
the provinces that has received less attention
in recent years, despite the attention paid to
household livelihoods in tourist villages.
Therefore, the results obtained can be of
interest to rural planners and managers to pay
attention to sustainable livelihoods in
households in tourist areas.

Methodology

The present study was applied in terms of its
purpose, descriptive-analytical method, and
the method of collecting the required
information and data, using field and library
methods. The statistical population studied in

4 households and the

this study is rural households living in 3
villages (Fash, Nejoobran, and Kandoleh), in
the counties (Harsin, Sahneh, and Kangavar)
of Kermanshah province. Fesh village with a
population of 1,545 people has 507
households, Kandoleh village with a
population of 522 people has 161 households,
and Najoobran village with a population of
464 people has 125 households. The
population of the three villages is 2,531
people with 793 households, and it is possible
to select any of them to be selected as the
research sample. To determine the desired
sample in the present study, a random
stratified sampling method was used and the
sample size was estimated using the Cochran
formula based on the number of households in
the three villages under study, which is 259
people. The sampling method in the studied
villages is proportional to the number of
distribution  of
questionnaires is systematic random.

Results

The indicators of human capital, social
capital, financial capital, natural capital,
physical capital, cultural capital and
institutional capital were examined and
analyzed in the form of 57 items. According
to the responses of the respondents, it can be
concluded that the largest percentage of
respondents expressed their opinion about the
items of the indicators under study, namely
human capital, social capital, financial capital,
natural capital, physical capital, cultural
capital and institutional capital, as medium,
high or very high. In other words, these
indicators received high scores. Therefore, it
seems that the indicators under study, namely
human capital, social capital, financial capital,
natural capital, physical capital, cultural
capital and institutional capital, are in a good
state due to the development of tourism in the
villages of Fash, Kandoleh, and Nejobaran,
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and this means that the development of
tourism has strengthened human capital,
social capital, financial capital, natural capital,
physical capital, cultural capital and
institutional capital, and consequently the
sustainability of the livelihoods of rural
households in these villages. In addition, the
statistics related to the output of the one-
sample t-test show that the indicators of
human capital, social capital, financial capital,
natural capital, physical capital, cultural
capital and institutional capital in the villages
of Fesh, Kandoleh, and Nojobaran have had a
positive and significant effect on the
sustainability of the livelihoods of rural
households living in these villages due to the
development of tourism.

Discussion and Conclusion

According to the results of the one-sample T-
test for all the indicators under study, namely
the indicators of human capital, social capital,
financial capital, natural capital, physical
capital, cultural capital and institutional

capital, the significance level (Sig) is less than’

0.05. This means that all the items under
study based on the development of tourism in
the villages of Fash, Kandoleh, and
Nejoubran cause the sustainability of the
livelihoods of rural households. So that,
among the items affecting human capital, the
variable of increasing innovation and
creativity among local people with an average
of (4.33) has the greatest impact on the
amount of human capital and the variable of
evaluating the quality and access to medical
services in the village with an average of
(2.47) has the least impact on the amount of
human capital. This means that the items
under study cause the strengthening of human
capital as a result of tourism development and
consequently the sustainability of the
livelihoods of rural households.
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